
NYC x 
FRESHMAN YEAR 
FOR FREE

Recent NYC High School Grads  
& Current Students Can Save  
a Year of College Tuition

+
SIGN UP
Get started today.
nyc.modernstates.org

COLLEGE CREDIT
Thousands of colleges, 
including all SUNY and 
many CUNYs, grant credit 
for passing scores.

? GET HELP
NYC teachers and  
counselors serve as  
tutors and mentors. 

$ EARN CASH 
Get paid $150 or 
more per course.

Freshman Year for Free 
 

Freshman Year for Free 
 



“Freshman Year for Free Takes Aim at Student Debt”  
– The Washington Post

“The Freshman Year You Don’t Have To Pay For”  
– Black Enterprise

“I ended up paying nothing and got a total of 9 credits!”   
– Patricia, Modern States student

 

CONTACT INFO
learnersupport@nyc.modernstates.org

www.nyc.modernstates.org 

Recent NYC high school grads and current 
students can earn college credit through NYC x 
Freshman Year for Free. The program is offered 
by Modern States, a NYC-based charity that 
makes college more affordable and accessible 
through free online courses. 

NYC x Freshman Year for Free provides a tuition-
free on-ramp to college. This presents an oppor-
tunity for you to save up to 25% of the cost of a 
college degree. Plus, you can get paid $150 or 
more per course.

HOW DOES IT WORK?
Modern States offers tuition-free online courses 
that prepare you for exams that lead to college 
credit. These freshman-level courses are taught 

by college professors and there are no prereq-
uisites. By participating in NYC x Freshman Year 
for Free, you can stay on track for college while 
also earning cash.

COURSE OFFERINGS
NYC x Freshman Year for Free offers first year 
college classes, including: Spanish, College 
Composition, Analyzing and Interpreting 
Literature, Biology, Psychology, Sociology, 
College Algebra, Pre-Calculus, Calculus, and 
US History I. 

HOW DOES THIS PROGRAM LEAD  
TO COLLEGE CREDIT? 
The CLEP exams, administered by the College 
Board, are accepted for credit by more than 
2,900 U.S. colleges and universities, including 
SUNY and many CUNYs.

This program is funded by the Carnegie Corporation 
and Heckscher Foundation


